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Activities and findings:
1. New Strategy 
It has been decided that the Workshop on Strategic/Implementation Plan for the Elimination of Hepatitis C in Georgia, 2021-2025 will be held on Oct 15-16. It will be a hybrid meeting with in-person presentations from Georgia audience (NCDC, Ministry, Clinics) and also international partners joining by the ZOOM platform. 
Georgia Stakeholders will be able to review the strategic plan in advance to have time to prepare brief presentations. The workshop will be divided into 2 parts first part focused on the Summary of inputs by each strategy prepared in advance by each group and presented with Georgian participants followed by short presentations by each group with major recommendations for international stakeholders. Hep C strategic directions will be presented along with a full overview of the current status of the program, HBV, and the Integration of viral hepatitis elimination into national universal healthcare.
An Agenda draft will be shared shortly. 
2. Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Meeting
Due to the evolving situation around COVID-19 and continued impact on travel, including restrictions rescheduling of the TAG meeting is advised.
February 2021 is proposed as a date for delayed virtual TAG this year.
3. Embassy communication hepatitis updates on HCV
The CDC Tbilisi team is attending regular monthly meetings with the DCM sharing updates on the HCV elimination program. This month's updates including the strategy updates, Digital International Liver Congress which was held on August 27-29, 2020, and CDC/DVH Global Health Leadership Transition was shared with the Acting Deputy Chief of Mission at US Embassy in Georgia.
4. Cooperative Agreement (Co Ag) projects

NCDC is officially notified that they are awarded the funding. Now they will be submitting a full package of required documents which might take 1 month and will be cleared by the Government of Georgia. CDC will have SMEs/POCs for each project. 
There are 6 Approved projects
1) Utilize the NCDC Laboratory Collaborating Center for Hepatitis to conduct regional training on laboratory EQA and hepatitis diagnostics to building regional laboratory capacity 
2) Viral Hepatitis C and B Surveillance Capacity Building (The proposed project will build sustainable viral hepatitis surveillance capacity throughout the country). 
3)  Strengthening HCV and HBV outbreak detection capacity within harm reduction
setting in Georgia by utilizing GHOST technology (The proposed project will describe the re-infection and seroconversion within the PWID population).
4) HCV surveillance capacity building - follow up of children born to HCV-infected
mothers in Georgia within the Hepatitis C Elimination Program. (The proposed project will develop more viral hepatitis surveillance in Georgia through creating a surveillance system targeting children born to HCV positive mother).
5) Finding Loss to Follow-up and Linking them to the Hepatitis C Elimination
Program (The proposed project is to link to care individuals who tested HCV positive but have not received a viremia test or entered into the HCV elimination program).
6)  Assessing the Burden of Hepatitis C and B in Georgia (The proposed project is to perform a national serosurvey to determine the success thus far of the HCV elimination program and to establish a baseline burden of HBV).
7) Evaluation of HCV transmission through endoscopy procedures
5. Blood safety program NAT project 

There was a presentation on a biomarker study funded by Abbot. CDC provided technical assistance with the support from Evan Bloch (Associate Professor of Pathology and Associate Director, Transfusion Medicine at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine). As part of the blood safety program and NAT, testing has been piloted in selected Blood banks.
Major variables were extracted from the dataset (earlier requested from NCDC and Lugar). 

6. National HIV and viral Hepatitis Program Managers and partners meeting

CDC team participated in regular meetings of national TB, HIV, and viral hepatitis program managers and focal points are crucial to share technical updates, facilitate and improve coordination between programs, and address cross-cutting challenges. Considering the COVID-19 pandemic situation, WHO/Europe and the ECDC are jointly organizing a virtual meeting with major national stakeholders of these three diseases, including key partners, donors, affected communities, and CSOs, to exchange information and good practices on the maintenance of essential TB, HIV and viral hepatitis services, in line with regional targets.
The main objectives of the meeting are listed below:
1. Discuss country and partner experiences in ensuring access to and continuity of
quality and timely TB, HIV, and viral hepatitis services during the COVID-19
2. pandemic; Exchange experiences and opportunities on monitoring TB, HIV, and viral hepatitis;
to exchange experiences and opportunities on monitoring the impact of the COVID19 pandemic on the TB, HIV, and viral hepatitis epidemics;
3. Share the latest WHO policy guidance and recommendations on TB, HIV, viral hepatitis and comorbidities, and European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) guidance documents on TB, HIV and viral hepatitis.

7. Other updates 

Last week a request from the embassy on the Ambassador's participation in the documentary film on Hep C Elimination Program was received. The request for the Ambassador was coming from the Parliament of Georgia. Parliament was asking whether the Ambassador would participate in a documentary related to HCV with and the embassy was asking for Our recommendation for the Ambassador to participate. CDC provided bullets on the HCV Elimination Program for the Ambassadors office to assist in speaking in the documentary. 
